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Such was the dread in which the
Afghans held him, that to this day,
the name HARIA is repeated by
mothers in Peshawar and its
neighbourhood in frightening their
little children. (Page 383)
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Come On! Victory awaits you a
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What the Non-Sikhs say about the Sikhs-(2)

—Dr. Harchand Singh Sirhindi (Shiromani Sahitkar Awardee)*

Nadir Shah

Sikh  Character and
temperament have left a deep
impression on the minds of
foreigners. Yakmo has specially
commentedonthe Sikhs: [ lvery
much appreciate the simplicity of
the Sikhs, their honesty and
courage of convictiontocalla
spade aspade.Even theinfamous
raider Nadir Shah, who usurped
the Delhi throne could not help
admiring the Sikh( s high spirits
andbravery, let us see how Nadir
Shah frankly describes the Sikh[ s
military insight and acumen,
tacticsandbravery: ([ Intheyear
1739, the Sikhs, under the
command of Nawab Kapur Singh
and Sardar Jassa Singh
Ahluwalia, had terribly harassed
the retreating armies of Nadir
Shah. They made Nadir( s forces
feelhelpless at every step. When
Nadir Shah was going towards
Sialkot with his loot, the Sikhs
raided them frommany sides and
deprived them of their loot, and
liberating the captured girls,
restored them to their families,
Seeing this, when Nadir Shah
angrily asked Punjab Governor
2akaria Khan to burn down the
homes of the Sikhs, the latter
replied, [1(1Sir,horse-saddles are
their homes. (1 Nadir Shah was
surprised and smiling faintly,
expressed the apprehension
that the day was not far, when,
on the strength of their high
spirits and courage, these
peoplewouldrule the country. [

This prophecy of Nadir Shah

*223/9, Sirhind, Distt. Fatehgarh
Sahib. Mob. : 92178-45812
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proved to be hundred percent
true. On 9th March, 1783, the
Sikhs attacked Delhiunder the
command of Krori Misal Cheif
Baghel Singh and inflicted a
crushing defeat on the Mughal
forces, for which Baghel Singh
exactedRs. 3 Lakh as tax from
the Mughal Emperor. However,
during their ascendancy, the Sikhs
attackedDelhimany atimeduring
1766 to 1783. Once the Sikhs
had entered even the Red Fort
and had declared Sardar Jassa
Singh Ahluwalia as the Kking. In
this manner, the Sikhs gave a
body blow to the Mughals( | pride
in their invincibility, and at the
same time proved Ahmed Shah
Abdali sobservationastrue |1 The
Sikhs smell of being rulers.( [
Thereafter came a time when
from Kaithal/Karnal to Khyber
Pass, the Khalsarule had been
established.

Qazi Noor Mohammed

When the enemy
acknowledges his staunch
opponent![ sbravery, military insight
andskill, itis of great significance.
A Baluch officer Qazi Noor
Mohammed, who had come with
Ahmed ShahAbdali is hordes,has
showered fulsome praise on the
Sikhs for their moral conduct and
valour, in his onquoted book
‘1Jangnama’ | or youmay say that
themagic of Sikhs | bravery deeply
impressed QaziNoor Mohammed.
It should be kept in mind that
QaziNoor Mohammedwas neither
a friend nor an admirer of the
Sikhs but was abigoted Muslim.

Abdaliinvaded India about ten
times. It was during the seventh

invasion that Qazi Noor
Mohammed was a prominent
officer of his army. He was very
active and diligent in military
service andwas acompetent spy.
While commanding a contingent
of Abdalilis army, Qazi Noor
Mohammedhad personally tasted
Sikhs (] valour, He had seen with
his own eyes the self-sacrificing
spirit with which the Sikhs had
fought. Secondly, being aspy, he
had observed the Sikhs fromvery
close quarters. He had studied
andunderstood themintently and
reflectedover them.

Qazi Noor Mohammed(s
1Jangnamal’ is an important
historical document written in
Persian couplets. It presents a
unique glimpse of the Sikhs[’
bravery. Given below are a few
couplets from the [1Jangnamal|
followed by their explanation :

Impressed by Sardar Jassa
Singh Ramgarhial’s boundless
physical strength, fearlessness,
courage and valour. Qazi Noor
Mohammed writes:

"IDeggar Jassa thokabdarh
humi-inan

KiSheranbachaan sug bataav
dusman/’|

(There was another Jassa
Singh Thoka (Ramgarhia or
carpenter) with him, who among
those dogs (Sikhs) lookedlike an
angry lion).

Although, in the above
mentioned couplet, Qazi Noor
Mohammed has called the Sikhs
"ldogs!, yet he could not help
praising their valour. (In fact, at
that time, the Musliminvaderis
addressed the Sikhs as dogs only.



They hadbecome accustomedto
using this appellation for them
(Sikhs). Otherwise, Qazi Noor
Mohammed forbids others from
addressing the Sikhs as ['sug !’
(dogs). Givenbelowis aversein
this context :

"1Saganramago sug Kihastand
sher,

Bamaidaney mardeen chu
sherandaler.’

(DonOt call them dogs,
because they are lions. In the
battlefield of thebrave, they are
fearless and valorous like lions).

Continuing  with  his
observations, Qazi Noor
Mohammed frankly describes
Sikhs[ courage andbravery. Given
below are a few couplets for your
perusal:

1Chu dar dasat girand
shamsheer-e-Hind,

Bataz and az, Hin ta mulk-e-
Sinch/’

(When they wield the sword
in their hand, they rest only
after pushing the enemy out of
India beyond Sindh).

"1Chudar neja baazi dar arand
dasat,

Dar arand dar faujay dushman
Shikast/)

(When they pick up spears in
their hands, so much strength
comes into them that they make
the enemy forces run helter
skelter).

[1Sarey neja bar aasman mi
barind

Agar Koh Kaaf ast aan hum
baredrind./

(They can touch the sky with
their spears. These dogs can
tear even the OKoh Kaafr).

Incidentally, it appears tobe
very strange that, on one hand,
Qazi Noor Mohammed calls the
Sikhs brave as lions in the
battlefield, and forbids others from
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calling them [/dogs!, whileonthe
other hand, he himself does not
act upon this good advice. It is
quite probable that he might be
doing sounder some compulsion.

No doubt, majority of the
Muslim historians have been
biased against the Sikhs, still, it
will have to be admitted that the
writings of somehistorians, being
bold and based on truth, are
praiseworthy.As for example, the
writings of Khafi Khan, Kanwar
Khan, Mohammed Qasim,
Mohammed Shafi etc.

Intheyear1715,BabaBanda
Singh Bahadur and other Sikh
soldiers happened to be
surrounded by the Mughal forces.
As aresult of the terrible siege,
the Sikhs started starving.
Nevertheless, the Sikhs faced the
enemyresolutely, About this battle,
khafi Khan writes thus: (1[I The
“Kafirs[ (Sikhs)displayedsupreme
bravery and courage on several
occasions and made many
murderous attacks on the royal
forces.[I[l Kanwar Khan
corroborates, this fact in the
following words : [1[/Inspite of all
this, the devil cheif (Banda Singh
Bahadur) and his menresolutely
resisted the entire military might
for fulleightmonths. |11 Mohammed
Qasim who had witnessed all this
with his own eyes, describes the
Sikhs( ] valour inhis [Jlbratnamallin
the following words : [1[/The
valourous and courageous deeds
of the accursed Sikhs were
amazing...When theroyal forces
advanced towards them, they
slaughtered the Mughals with their
swods |

Banda Singh Bahadur

On 7th December, 1715, the
royal forces capturedthe fortress,
Look what Amir Khan writes while
commenting on the victory of the

Mughal forces, ([ /lwas alldue to
God/ s grace, not the Mughals(’
wisdom andvalour, that this came
topass...This infidel Sikh (Banda
SinghBahadur) and thousands of
his comradeshadtoaccept defeat
becauseofhunger andstarvation. |

After BandaSinghBahadur( s
martyrdom, therebegins themost
criticalandblackest period of Sikh
history. Nadir Shah(s invasion
shook the very foundations of the
Delhi throne. The Punjab got very
much weakened. At that point of
time, Nawab Kapoor Singhwas a
very power ful (1 Jathedar( (Group
chief) of the Sikhs. Under his
command, the Sikhs took
advantage of the prevailing
atmosphere of instability. After
Nadir Shah, while Ahmed Shah
Abdali further decimated the
Mughal power, it resultedin the
growing power of the Sikhs too.
Gradually, the Sikhs came torule
over a major part of Punjab and
divided it into twelve [Imisals(’
(confederacies). Finally, a Sikh
Kingdom came into being under
the leadership of Maharaja Ranjit
Singh. After Maharaja Ranjit
Singhis death (1839 AD), there
begins an era of conspiracies,
violence and Killings. The English
who were already eyeing the
Punjab greedily, became active.
The battles between the English
andtheSikhs areknownas [ IFirst
and1Second( | Anglo-Sikhwars.In
thehistory of battles between the
Sikhs and the English, four (Mudki,
Ferozeshah, Sabhraon and
Chellian wala) have a special
historical significance. Of the
various battles fought by the
English to conquer India, the ones
they fought to capture the Punjab
were themost dif ficult andruinous.
Inthesebattles, thenight of 21st
December, 1845 was that



calamitous moment, when the
English throne stood shaken. It
was the night about which Col.
Melson in his book [IIndialls
DecisiveBattles |, writes. [ If the
Sikh forces had some good
General with them, none could
have saved the English.[ /[ While
describing this very battle, Shah
Mohammed, in his (1Jangnama
writes thus: [/[1Shah Mohammed
Saith: The Sikhs squeezed the
blood of the whites likelemons (.
and lamenting over the Sikhs [}
misfortunedescribes hisheart s
anguishinthesewords: (1110 Shah
Mohammed, becasue of the
absence of agreat leader, the
armies had tolick thedust after
having remained victorious all
0
WARS WITH THE ENGLISH

About this very battle, noted
historian Dr. Hari Ram Gupta
writes: [11/If, on the morning of
22nd December, 1845, the Sikh
forces had firedjust asingle shot,
English rule in India would have
come to an end, but this was not
tobe.[ /[ Rebert Cast writesinhis
diary: [ lInthethousands of years
of old history, only on that night
of December 1845, didthe fate of
Indians lay in the hands of a few
persons. 1| About thegreatbattle
of Chellian Wala, an English Army
officer Thackwellwrites : 11t
appeared tome that not asingle
manofmy forceshas survived( (.
(Inthe very first assault of this
battle, the English army had lost
22braveofficers,16Indianofficers
and 561 soldiers, while 67 white
officers, 27 Indian of ficers and
1547 soldiers had beenwounded.)

There is no doubt that, as a
result of the Sikh generals(’
treachery, the battles which took
place between the English and
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the Sikhs, resultedinvictory for
the former, but this cannot be
described as the English victory
in the real sense. The following
opinions of some of the English
officerswhotookpartinthe Anglo-
Sikhwars and also of the noted
historians will present a true
picture to thereaders:

[1[No other Indian army, which
was so small in numbers, had
ever confronted the English so
bravely as the Sikhs had in this
battle (the battle of Sabhraon).
The English had won, but if the
Sikhs did not have such leaders
(treacherous leaders), at thehelm,
theresult of the battlewouldhave
beendifferent..As comparedwith
allother armies inIndia, the Sikhs
had provedtobe thehardiest, the
bravest an the most invincible.[ [
(_'The SikhWar -Charless Guffand
Arthur D. Anners)

1 Of allthebattles foughtby the
English in India, the battle of
Pheru city was unique, This was
themost dangerous..In this battle
the Sikhs shook the very
foundations of theBritish Govt. 11

(Garden)

JCFor the first time, the English
had to fight against anequal.”] At
another place: (1[1They (Sikhs[
treacherous Generals)wanted to
become Ministers of thedefeated
English. That is why, they did not
launch an attack on Ferozepur.
They kept the English informed
about theirdoings. 1

(Cunningham)

(] They(treacherous Generals)
wanted to get their entire army
killed, which looked down upon
tem (Cunningham)

J[/Theleaders of the Sikhswere
bent upon getting their forces

decmated |
(Megregor)

J0If the treacherous Sikh
leaders 1 Teja Singh and Lal Singh
hadnot betrayed the Sikh forces
so as to bind the Punjab in the
chains of slavery, the outcome of
this battle wouldhave been totally
dfferent |

(Nand Kumar Sharma)

JUIf Qulab Singh had not
betrayed the Sikhs (during the
battle of Sabhraon), the
dishevelled army of the English
would have beendestroyed at the
hands of the Sikhs.[ 1]

(Sir Charles James-Napier)

[ But finally we learnt that the
Sikhs were brave and self-
sacrificing soldiers. Alas! their
Generals turned out to be
treacherous. [ (Smith)

It has been the misfortune of
the Sikh community that after
Maharaja Singh, barring a few
leaders, the Sikhs have always
suffered for want of good
leadership. Had the Sikhs been
gifted with good leaders. their
condition and position would have
beentotally different today. One
important person with a deep
knowledge and understanding of
Sikh affairs, has rightly
commented: 00But for the follies
of the Sikh leadership, it
(Sikhism) would have been a
worldreligiontoday.00 That is, if
the Sikh leaders had not
committed blunders, Sikhism
would have become a universal
religion by now, But inspite of all
this, noted historian Arnold
Toynbee predicts that the Sikhs
willbe the last species of mankind
on earth. This prophecy, perhaps,
is based on the fact that finally
the principles of universal
brotherhood andwelfare espoused
by Sikhism alone can prove tobe
helpfulin preserving the world.
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Wanted Girls

¢ Wantedprofessional qualified Gursikh, Vegetarian, slim, fair, beautiful Girl for smart adjustablejolly Boy, 31-5-86, 5-5",
B-Tech(E.E.), MBA, Finance Controller Engineer, MMC, 3 LP.A.Contact:0121-2557693,09837040049,09412644973.

¢ Wantedan educated, Gursikh, Good-looking, homely, Amritdhari (Willing to be Amritdhari) for smart, slim, good looking
Amritdhariboy. Well settled own business, 10-2-81,5'-7",B.Com., 2 Yrs training under C.A. Contact: 9996414269,
98966-96678.
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¢ Wanted an educated Gursikh, beautiful Indian or NRImatch for Ludhiana based Gursikh boy Veg., Oct. 77,5'-8",
Graduate, C,C++, Oracle, JAVA in Computer, IELTS 6 Bands, Doing Car spare parts business (From Godown), Middle
Class Family. Contact:94655-31553.
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mw&mw wmmmﬁwalww 9465441750, 99143-82527

o Wanted an educated Gursikh Amritdhari Good -looking, slim, adjustable match for Good-looking, tall, 5-10", Newzealand
Setteled, well educated, Periority for missionary families. Dowryless & Simple marriage. Girl should be 5'-5" or above.
Ph.9888139140,99158-61266.

¢ Wanted an educated Gursikh, Veg. slim, good looking. simple, adjustable match (homely) for a Gursikh, good-looking,
caring, jolly boy (divorcee),14-6-83,5-5",10+2, Business, 12,000 p.m. Simple Dowryless marriage.BoxNo. 3039-B.D.,
S.M.C. Gurdwara Sahib, 34-D, Chd. Contacton:9417567878,9217687303

¢ Wanted aneducated Gursikh, slim, smart, caring, veg. homely, service or business match for a Gursikh, good-looking,
impressive, caring, fair, adjustable boy. 9-11-80, 5'-5", Matric. Marriage Palace Manager.R.T.0.,8000/- p.m.,Box No.
3082,B-4-7,5.M.C. Gurdwara Sahib, 34-D, Chd. Contact on: 0172-2620122
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o Gursikhmatch for AmritdhariGirl, 26, 5'-3", American Degree in Accounts. And Finance. Now on HIB Visa in America.
Innocently divorced after Two Months. Send details, Pictures. Contact: 9855420408, dr. harbhajan@redif fmail.com.
Preference America/Canadawell settledboy.

¢ Wanted Suitable match for an educated, Gursikh slim, smart, adjustable, homely girl, 9-10-78,5'-4", Veg., B-Math,
FashionDesigner, PGDC, ITIComputer Teacher, Marriage early. Contact:90231-37751,99174-05445,

¢ Wantedwellsettled Qualified Amritdharimatch for Ludhiana based Gursikh Amritdhari Girl, Sept.-84,5'-1" persuing
MCA Last semester, Father Bank Manager. Contact:94171-25858.
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Wanted a Gursikh, good looking, caring match for abeautiful, caring, adjustable, sober girl, Sep.-84,5'-2", Matric Pass,
Cooking Course. Family around Punjab or in Faridabad preferred Contact:93563-39311,9356339315.
memﬂaﬁﬁqde g99d GII3T T B3 @ B3 T | B34t It Q19 27 AE, de 5 8¢ 3 fE T,
. WA, AT, (7)) g1 '3 T 1 Udd a9 : 98558-38560,01851-277541.

Wanted an educated Gursikh, veg,., slim, smart, caring, service or business match for abeautiful, M.B.A., Slim, jolly girl
onjobinMNC at Delhi. Adjustable, Salary 13000/- p.m.,20-6.80,5'-2", preference for Delhi. Gurgaon, Chandigarh. Box
No.1342,G-6-4.SMC Gurdwara Sahib, 34-D, Chd. Contact on: 01886-260334,Mob:98552-56775

Wanted an educated, Gursikh, Slim, Good-looking, caring, sober, service or business match for abeautiful, adjustable,
slim, sober girl. 19-9-84,5'-2". B.Sc. in Tourism Airlines, Chd. Persuing M.B.A. working with American Travels, 15000/-
p.m.,Box.No.1343, G-7-4.S.M.C. Gurdwara Sahib, 34-D, Chd. Contact on: 9888487113

Wanted an educated Gursikh, smart, slim, caring, veg. Service, match for abeautiful, slim, adjustable, jolly, fair, caring
girl,24-3-80,5'-2", Diplomain Elect & Comm, M.A. Economics, Persuing M.B.A., 4 Years Exp. in Telecom Industry.Box
No.1304,G-6-4.Early Simple Marriage. S.M.C. Gurdwara Sahib, 34-D, Chd. Contact on:9876800869.

Wanted an educated, Gursikh, Service, Smart, slim, Teetotaller, caring match for agood-looking, slim, sober, adjustable
girl,16-2-82,5-1",B.A.,B.Ed.,N.T.T.,P.G.D.CA., Pvt. Teacher, 3000/- p.m.,Box No.1357-G-7-4.5.M.C. Gurdwara
Sahib, 34-D,Chd.Contacton:9357325733,93175764.84.

=9f3G ae 399 &7

HTHST pye< W ‘Fmoa, € S8BT ASPAT (ST1HsaT)

BT T8 BY—FT =9 3T 5T,

T Yt 575 fafeT, =af36 av 9T &7 T IBY 3 Jed 7, 7 USeT 7f9q o
ﬁﬂﬁﬁmé,ﬂ?m#ﬁﬁ'f feq fes g AT=atit, feg wSbdt afag bt
W Fefamt s—feg A waret 7| T I3rar J I, faw @ g¥ =t =g o7
nte duit mer Sfoe, sroT: feger gy &7 H yHt &% fageT, <9f3€ ae Iug &7

7 YAt 5% faGer, =9f3€ ae 399 &7

feg gz deT Aae, 3 61T wer Aae |

et AgeT HRT &, feg g-g aae 3| A3 7 m8= =8t, »iar 9T Aa< |
AT <t T AIE, IHS HIT &T I & | fevrar Jear Wa, 997 g5 UTT &7
H A€ o Y9 fou f3are, €t 9o wy &7 7 yHb &% faBer, =336 av Iga &I

7 yatt 5% fAaBer, =936 ae 399 &7
#id 3 gfE 399 §—del I8 = BEQ 37

Wy fAade S5t &, 7 §e 8T & . . -
2 NN o & A<4ar fAdt faeat §—faus sdx g=rfe§ &7
7 “fa[w NSRS €7 e ‘Aea’ ©F He B8, 39 g9 WY &7
»wT 3ar fouz foprr =, feg det =t g &7 - _ ) cHdT
7 Yt 57 fAfeT, =af3€ g Iua a7 H yHtt 3% fAgeT, =936 av Jug &7
(o) °
fenviarging ety da, g
L. 2.
gfemm! 9% T W & I8, §e ¢ UEET 9 femas, &<t &9, WusT HAT uSt,
3J e, Ha-©n feu, U3 dT 3la A< ¥YH HITHl U9 F9eT, ¥ o E&T TS,
IA% o dot feg =faut, oy fas ot 39 fes uza, 3@ U9 dwe, fogg I fecarar|
3d& §3T wa¥z uter, fagor @t A= Hae 39 ¥ & &8%, 7 v sv funrst
. , . H H

fits gmeret 48




